
TOWN OF MARTELL 

March 9, 2021 meeting 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

by Chairman Brad Taplin. Board member Dale Olson, treasurer Heather Sitz and clerk Sara 

Cardwell were also present. 

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to approve the minutes from the February 9, 

2021 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with February disbursements of 

$770,454.95 and receipts of $330,186.29 for a month-end balance of $132,300.74. 

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Olson to pay the February bills. Taplin seconded it.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Road Work:  Pot holes coming up.  Scotts has not contacted the patrolman yet.  The patrolman 

will call.  Looking at seal coating two areas.  There is also a fog seal that the county can do.  

Scotts does not do that.  County and Scotts will provide bids for the seal coating.  The Patrolman 

will put together a list of road work needed.  An epoxy overlay on the bridges would qualify for 

cost sharing.  The Chairman will get the square footage together.  The County engineer would be 

available to help.  County will blade patch early this year.  The Patrolman has located two bad 

culverts on 620th between J and 29.  Both are small.  Two other culverts have bump signs set up.  

One is by 610th and the second is by Wingers.  The Board will schedule a road tour for next 

month. 

 

Employee’s report: 80.5 hours of plowing and sanding, 40 hours cutting trees and 49 hours of 

shop work in February. 

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues:  

 

The new plow truck is ready to take in on Thursday to get the plow and truck bed attached.  

Supervisor Olson will provide transportation for the Patrolman.  Ford is not an option for a new 

work truck.  They don’t have pricing for 2022 models yet and no 2021 models are available .  

Chevrolet is $36,000 for a 2022 cab and chassis and $6400 for the bed.  Lights will be another 

$700.  The truck will be available in the fall.  The Patrolman would like two tool boxes which 

would be another $700.  Supervisor Olson motioned to start the process to purchase a new truck.  

Taplin seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

The Patrolman is getting a two way radio for the plow truck which will be installed by 

Freightliner.  The Patrolman proposes that the Town purchase a shoulder disc from the Town of 

River Falls.  The Patrolman has used this equipment and believes it would be good to have.  

River Falls does not want it and has offered it to the Town for $1600.  El Paso and Gilman will 

split the cost and use of the equipment with the Town.  Supervisor Olson made a motion to 

approve purchase.  Taplin seconded it.  Motion carried.  Supervisor Olson commented that the 

sharing of the patcher with El Paso and Gilman works well. 



 

Driveway permits: Supervisor Olson motioned to approve Agricultural permit, No 2021-1.  

Taplin seconded it.  Motion carried.  A second permit has been requested by Scott Campbell for 

870th Avenue, 0.1 mile east of 650th.  Supervisor Olson motioned to approve this permit.  Taplin 

seconded it. 

 

Animal Control Officer Discussion:  Supervisor Olson motioned to stay with Darel Hall as the 

provider of Animal Control.  Chairman Taplin seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Amending the Dog Ordinance:  Chairman Taplin will talk to Supervisor Worsing about taking 

the ordinance to the attorney for review. 

 

Read correspondence: 

 

The state has notified the town that a HWY 63 reconstruction project is in the works.  The HWY 

will be ground and overlayed from the Red Barn to Ellsworth.  The project includes tree 

trimming.  The project is scheduled for 2027 but could be done as early as 2022.  There is also 

ongoing discussions regarding the intersection in Martell and reworking the roads by Town Hall.  

Residents should talk to the state representative and state their support for the project. 

 

Other Correspondence includes:  Notification that the Town of Martell was certified by the 

Public Service Commission as a Broadband Forward! Community;  Fahrner Asphalt Sealers 

would like to discuss potential road projects; Ballot to vote for Pierce Pepin Cooperative Board 

Members; and Notification that there was no permit activity in February. 

 

The town received the Title and Registration for new Truck.  The Treasurer will place the Title 

in the safety deposit box at the bank and the Patrolman will put the registration in the truck, 

 

Received an email regarding Flood Insurance Awareness Week and that the Board should 

encourage residents to get flood insurance. 

 

Received a letter from Luhman’s that they are ready to serve the Town’s dust control needs. 

 

There was also a mention that residents to let the sheriff and Board Chairman know if they plan 

to burn or they will be charged for a fire call. 

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to hold the next Board 

meeting on April 13th, 2021.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:  Supervisor Olson will look for a used stove for the Town Hall.  The goal is to 

spend $200 or less. 

 

Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Taplin seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 
Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


